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Our new hospltal is on its way

Investing in Health
The new Cessnock Hospital is fast taking shape.

As much as 4,500 cubic metres of concrete has -
been poured and the new 2 storey building will be
coming up out of the ground very quickly. Il

The Minns Labor Government has committed $138
million for this incredible new facility. |

e

Once built, the space in the Emergency

Department will double and there will be more

beds on the wards. New operating theatres will be ‘
put in place and the imaging wing will include not
just x-ray and ultrasound, but also CT scanning to
improve outcomes for patients.

-

This build creates 250 direct jobs during construction as well as the many flow-on benefits that go into our
local businesses.

The new hospital will require a range of extra staff in all types of roles — creating permanent jobs well
beyond the build.

As we all know, the floors and walls of a hospital don't make us healthy, its actually the work and the
workers inside of those walls that do the magic.

That's why the Minns Government is committed to:

* safe staffing levels

* abolishing the wages cap

* delivering the largest pay increase for nurses in more than two decades and the largest pay rise for
the lowest paid nurses in NSW

e saving 1,112 nurses which the Liberal/National Government planned to sack

e recruiting 500 additional paramedics for regional, rural and remote communities and
supporting our future health workforce through providing them with study subsidies.

Kurri Kurri netball courts officially open

In great news for the Kurri Kurri and surrounding communities the new state-of-the-art Molly
Worthington Netball Facility officially opened in April.

This new sporting precinct includes: 12 new netball courts with
Plexipave surfaces and floodlighting, a multi-purpose half court
and two new car parks, and a modern amenities building with
essential facilities such as change-rooms, canteen, office space
and bathrooms.

The new facility was jointly funded from all levels of Government with
$1,898,400 from the NSW Government, $7.5 million from the Australian
Government and $1.78 million from Cessnock City Council.

This new facility will provide a safe environment for people of all
ages to be involved in sport. | look forward to seeing the new courts
in action.
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Huntlee School Project update

Investing in Education

We are another step closer to delivering the new public preschool, primary school and high
school to serve the North Rothbury, Greta, Branxton and surrounding communities.

The planning application has now been determined which means we can now head toward
construction.

The construction contract has been awarded to
Richard Crookes Constructions. Now it is a matter
of working with the contractor to establish a
fimeline for construction, which will be shared with
the community as soon as it becomes available.

If you have any questions about the project
you can find more information at edu.nsw.link/
NewHuntleePSHS

2 Our new public

The new public preschool, primary and high : ' '_B_:es‘:hool

schools is set to open Day 1, Term 1, 2028.

You can also sign up on my website for
educational updates under the Better Schools for
Our Children tab at www.claytonbarr.com.au

Local Woman of the Year 20264

In March as part of NSW Women’s Week celebrations | was honoured to announce Abermain’s
Catherine Parsons as the Local Woman of the Year for the Cessnock Electorate. Catherine was
recognised for her outstanding contributions to the community due to her dedication to the arts
and her tireless contributions to the local Cessnock City community over decades.

From the early 1980s until her retirement this year Catherine has been Secretary and Convener of the
Abermain Eisteddfod. Catherine has become one of the most respected figures in the local arts community
due to her leadership and dedication.

. - Additionally, for over 30 years and continuing Catherine
[ Women of the Year AWEA  has also volunteered with the Central Hunter Community
Broadcasters Radio Station (2CHR). Catherine also served as
a councillor on Cessnock City Council for 20+ years.

A T Yo

- = S 5 NewW ¥ Catherine's other achievements include:
» Secretary of Abermain Plaza Hall Management Committee
o o i - * Member Cessnock City Seniors Week (now Seniors Festival

NSW NSW ISW Advisory Committee)

= * Awarded Premier’s Award for contributions to the
b Loy education of senior citizens
NSW 2€E g 4% e« Special Religious Education teacher in local schools for
ST 25 years
» Former Lecturer Australian Institute of Management
Newcastle
* Foundation member of Abermain Heritage Preservation
Society in 1998
- Patron of Sir Edgeworth David Memorial Museum
new  ® Founder of Abermain Neath Tidy Towns and President of
the group for many years
* 2000 Olympic and Paralympic Games Volunteer
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Catherine has never sought recognition, she is a dedicated community member who gives her time
continuously for the betterment of the community. She is truly an amazing person and it is a great honour
to be able to present Catherine with the recognition she deserves.

Con neci- w“-h me Address: 118 Vincent Street, Cessnock NSW 2325 Facebook: ClaytonBarrMP

Postal address: PO Box 242, Cessnock NSW 2325 Instagram: claytonbarrmp
Welbsite: www.claytonbarr.com.au
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Construction is underway on
all 6 preschools

Investing in Education

Construction is now underway
on all six of the new public
preschools acrossthe Cessnock
Electorate.

It has been an exciting time,
visiting the schools and
meeting with school leaders
and our local Principals to turn
the first sods to signal the start
of construction on all six sites.

The preschools will be co-located
at Cessnock, Ellalong, Kearsley,
Kurri Kurri, Nulkaba and Weston
public schools.

Once completed, the preschools
will offer high-quality early learning
to support children’s transition into
kindergarten and schooling, as
well as ease pick up and drop off
for parents with older students at
the same school.

The new public preschool will
give local children access to high
quality, fee-free early learning,
improve access to early education
ofnd give our kids the best start in
life.

The six new public preschools for
the area are set to be completed
by Day 1, Term 1, 2027.

For more information on the
preschools visit my website under
the Better Schools for Our Children
tab where you can also sign up for
- education alerts.

Ellalong Public School Kearsley Public School

Cameron Park School update

Investing in Education

As a former teacher, | have been a strong advocate for investing in education, in facilities for
students to learn, in teachers and in our communities for a better tomorrow for us all. Which is why
during my time as member | have been campaigning for a school to be built in the Cameron Park
area.

With the continued growth of the Cameron Park and Edgeworth areas, this puts more and more pressure
on our schools at Edgeworth, Edgeworth Heights and West Wallsend. | will continue to work with the Minister
for Education and Early Learning Prue Car to put the case forward for a school to be built in Cameron Park.

If | help with State G t fh | tact t
ALWAYS HERE TO HELP - my offce on (02] 49911466 or emall o cessnock@pariament nsw.gov.u
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Around the
Electorate

Left: Jacqui Melling
and Anneliese
Reynolds from

West Wallsend

High School and
Emaline Richardson
and Felicity Elliott
from Cessnock High
School visited State
Parliament as part
of the Secondary
Student Leadership
Program.
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Above: Upper Yango Landholder’'s Association
Inc were successful in receiving $22,500 as part
of 2025 Community Building Partnership Program.

Above: Edgeworth Junior Soccer Club
Committee Members at the Edgy Under Lights
Gala Event.

Above: It was a pleasure to welcome students
from Kurri Kurri High School’s Year 10 Commerce
and Years 11 and 12 Legal Studies classes to
State Parliament in March.

S$1.3 million investment
in Cessnock TAFE

Investing in Education

I have long been a supporter and advocate for
TAFE and was very pleased when Minister for
Skills, Tafe and Tertiary Education, Steve Whan
visited Cessnock TAFE in April to announce a
$1.3 million investment to boost skills training.

‘.l “ ‘i‘\\\
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This is a joint investment between the Minns and
Albanese Governments to upgrade fraining facilities
and support growing workforce demand across the
Hunter Valley.

It includes a major upgrade to Building B of the
Cessnock campus to ensure the training facility keeps
pace with industry needs.

The upgrade will deliver:

* Three drive-up bays to house Mobile Training
Units (MTUs), supporting delivery of school-based
vocational education and trade taster programs;

* New fully air-conditioned general-purpose
classroom with modern technology and flexible
seating to support theory-based learning;

* A flexible practical training room for courses such
as floristry, beauty and hospitality, fitted with
durable finishes, stainless steel benches, sinks
and intfegrated technology; and

* Upgraded audiovisual equipment, improved
digital connectivity, lighting, electrical systems,
air conditioning and new furniture.

We are rebuilding TAFE and investing in our
community. This upgrade will give locals a chance to
build their skills and access to training opportunities.

Newcastle Link
Road update

Transport for NSW carried out noise monitoring
and traffic surveys near Newcastle Link Road and
Minmi Road, Cameron Park during March/April
2026 to help plan for the future upgrade.

The noise monitoring and traffic surveys will form
part of the environmental assessment (Review
of Environmental Factors REF) for the proposed
upgrade of the Newcastle Link Road and Minmi
Road intersection.

For more information on the project visit
NewcastleLinkRd@fransport.nsw.gov.au
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Hunter girls fired up Cessnock Racecourse
for their futures upgrades

Investing in Sport

In early April, the Minister for Gaming and
Racing, David Harris paid a visit to the
Cessnock Electorate to look over the progress
of infrastructure upgrades to Cessnock track
and stables.

The upgrades are funded under the NSW
Government’s Racing for Regions program and
is a major boost for the area with the Cessnock
Racecourse set to receive a huge multi million
dollar make-over.

Young women across the Hunter are getting
fired up for their futures thanks to the Girls on Fire  The Cessnock Racecourse project includes

program now running in our region. $4 million for a grass track renovation and

) ] ) construction of a new sand-based fraining track
The Minns Labor Government is empowering and $7.5 million for multiple stables and associated
young women and girls to seek opportunities infrastructure to accommodate 160 horses.
in emergency services through the Girls on ) )
Fire program funded as porf of the continued The stables are under construction, with the track
investment in women's advancement. upgrades to follow shortly.

. . Once complete, the upgrades will give Cessnock

It was an honour to meet with local Hunter girls at a premier dedicated pre-training facility offering
NSW Rural Fire Service, Cameron Park in April who significant cost
are participating in the program. efficiencies to
The Girls on Fire program receiveql over $180,000 Igoggirégr?g Sf{gg”%g_
in funding under the government’s Investing in
Women grants, to provide teenage girls in regional It is estimated
and remote areas with a hands-on, practical that 40 or more
program of what its like working in emergency permanent jobs will
services. be created.

This 9-week program will enable young women to
take steps towards achieving their dreams to work
in emergency services and disaster preparedness.

Investing in local jobs for apprentices/trainees

Investing in Jobs

The NSW Minns Government is working with local Councils to create new apprenticeship,
traineeship and cadet opportunities.

A landmark investment of $525 million dollars has been made available to create more than 1,300
funded positions inside of Councils across NSW.

The benefit of this program can be seen right here in the community. Singleton Council and Lake
Macquarie City Council have each been approved for 13 positions while Cessnock City Council has
been approved for 10 positions. The Cessnock Electorate touches on all 3 of these local LGAs.

Often these positions are taken up by young people starting out their careers with 68% of these roles
being filled by people under 25 years of age.

Positions include civil construction, sports turf management, customer relations and business support,
strategic planner, landscaping, painting, garden maintenance, engineering, business analyst,
engineering designer, surveyor, geographical information systems officer, environmental health officer.

The Fresh Start program invests in locals who are studying and learning on the job while gaining a
nationally accredited qualification.

Not only will this program be a major boost to a skills shortage but will also deliver essential local
government services, it's fraining up the next generation of workers, through essential investment from
the Minns Government.
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Local Sport Defibrillator
grants

Investing in Sport

| was able to announce in March that three
local sporting organisations were successful in
receiving grants for defibrillators as part of the
2025-26 Local Sport Defibrillator Grant Program.

Since the program
commenced, more
than 2,500 defibrillators
have been awarded
for use at sport and
recreation facilities
across NSW.

The Local Sport
Defibrillator Program
provides up to $3,000
to eligible sport and
active recreation
organisations for

the purchase of
automated external
defibrillators (AEDs) at
sport facilities.

Above: Greta Workers Sport and Recreation Club Vice President Jeremy
Bourke, Committee Member Shirley George and Clayton Barr.

Electorate of Cessnock recipients include for 25-26:
» Greta Workers Sports and Recreation Club Ltd

e Hunter Valley Football Association Incorporated
e Cessnock Pistol Club Incorporated.

With more people than ever participating in sport
and active recreation it's important that our local
sporting facilities are equipped with these potentially
life saving devices.

Keep an eye on my grants newsletter for when the
next round opens.

Reforming laws
to better protect
domestic violence
victim survivors

The Minns Government is working to build a
safer New South Wales for victim survivors of
domestic and family violence.

New data from the NSW Bureau of Crime
Statistics and Research shows the Minns Labor
Government’s reforms targeting domestic
violence offences are making a difference.
However there is still much more to be done.

Perpetrators are now more likely to be identified,
charged and prosecuted with domestic
violence.

The Minns Labor Government has repeatedly

strengthened the law including reforms:

* Infroducing some of the toughest bail laws in
the country for perpetrators of domestic and
family violence.

* Ensuring alleged serious domestic violence
offenders who are bailed are electronically
monitored by Corrective Services NSW.

* Bringing in tougher penalties for serious,
repeat breaches of ADVOs.

* Introducing Serious Domestic Abuse
Prevention Orders to protect victim survivors.

We know there is more to do and the Minns
Government is determined to do everything
possible to eliminate this horrific offending.

Support lines:
NSW Domestic Violence 1800 656 463
or1800RESPECT or text 0458 737 732.

If you are in immediate danger call 000.

$49,242 in Local Sporting grants

Seven local sporting groups shared in $49,242 in grant funding under the Local Sport Grant
Program. The program provides grants for minor facility upgrades, new equipment and programs
that support and encourage participation in sport and active recreation in NSW.

SUCCESSFUL 2025 RECIPIENTS:

m Cessnock Supporters Cricket [
Club secured $2,300.00 for
new Pitch Cylinder Mower and
Frogbox.

= Barnsley United Junior Soccer [
Club secured $13,277.00 for
project Barnsley Bulldogs -
Everyone Kicking Goals.

= Bellbird Junior Football Club
secured $2,217.00 for club
equipment.

Mount Sugarloaf Croquet Club [
Inc secured $8,000.00 for new
croguet mallets for loan when
Learning fo Play.

Wine Country Cricket Club Inc. [
secured $10,299.00 for ground
improvement initative.

Cardiff Boolaroo District
Cricket Club Inc secured
$3,496.00 for turf cricket pitch
covers/tarpaulins.

Abermain Rams Football Club
Inc secured $9,653.00 for
enhancing Mini Roos Football
with portable goals.

This funding will help our local clubs and their army of volunteers provide more opportunities for people
of all ages and abilities to enjoy the benefits of sport. Congratulations to all clubs and organisations who
received funding. | encourage all local sporting clubs to make applications for the next round when it
becomes available. Don't forget to sign up to my grants newsletter link available on my website.
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North Rothbury and Edgeworth Ambulance
Stations update

Investing in Emergency Services Ak

North Rothbury Ambulance Station Lo

The design for the new ambulance station at North Rothbury
has been unveiled making it another step forward for frontline
emergency care in the Hunter.

The new station is one of five being delivered across the Hunter region
as part of the NSW Government’s $615.5 million NSW Ambulance
Infrastructure Program. Once built, it will boost ambulance coverage
for North Rothbury, Greta, Branxton and surrounding communities,
while supporting our existing stations at Kurri Kurri, Cessnock, Singleton

and Rutherford. A
Morth Rothbury Ambulance Station ﬁl‘sﬁ

Part of the $615.5 million NSW Ambulance Infrastructure Program  sostesis

The modern, purpose-built station will feature: internal parking for up
to 8 emergency ambulance vehicles, on-site vehicle wash facilities,

administration and logistics areas, multi-purpose spaces and staff gym : o
and on-site parking for staff.

Construction is expected to begin this year following planning
approval and contractor appointments. This is a great investment in
the community and | am pleased to see it progressing. — i g—

0 [ ] I

The search and negotiations for adequate land for the Edgeworth
Ambulance Station continues. Health Infrastructure are working with
NSW Ambulance and other key stakeholders across the government to identify potential sites that best
meet the needs of the community for ambulance operations. The location of the new station will be
determined once suitable land is found.

Local rehoming Kurri Kurri
organisations benefit fire station

from funding upgrades

Investing in Community

We are very fortunate to have some wonderful Investing in Emergency Services
rehoming organisations across the Hunter who

with their army of volunteers do amazing work An $810,000 upgrade of Kurri Kurri Fire
in caring for abandoned animails. Station has been completed.

Five dedicated animal
rehoming organisations
across the Hunter shared
in more than $150,000 in
funding from round one
of the Companion Animal

The Kurri Kurri upgrades give the station a new
lease on life - the upgrades include:

Dedicated male and female locker rooms
Separate male and female toilets and

Welfare and Rehoming shower facilifies
Grants Program. * Relocation of the existing watch room,
o , additional office desk and large floor area
bﬁﬁéﬁ’iﬁﬁéﬁ’%@%ﬁ?ﬁ’% Hunter « Construction of a new PPC (Personal
Rehoming Centre at Neath. The Protective Clothing) room and the
Hunter Valley Animal Facility relocation of the gym to an external
received $46,440, which will be demountable block to allow for additional
used to build a cattery on Ijhe floor space
roperty to ensure cats an ] . ;
Fk)iﬂepns hyove a comfortable and * Repainted m’rernolly and externally, with
secure environment. new floor coverings and
. ' o N ] * Electrical and mechanical services
This funding will inject critical support into the upgrades.
sector to boost the welfare and rehoming of cats
and dogs across the region - supporfing projects It is fantastic to see this investment in Kurri Kurri
like subsidising desexing, microchipping and Fire Station; these upgrades are much needed
vaccination. and will provide a positive and inclusive
Further rounds of this grant program will be open at environment and hopefully encourage more

a later date. people to join Fire and Rescue NSW.
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Cos’r of LIVIné Hub

Cost of living is an issue impacting every household
and the NSW Government offers several rebates

for eligible families, seniors and small businesses.

This includes:

* Council rate rebates * Gasrebate  * Electricity rebate
* Child care rebate * Waterrebate * Travel vouchers

* Free carrego * Free glasses * NSW Seniors Card

* Creative and Active Kids vouchers

This is just a sample of savings available.

= | For more information visit: www.nsw.gov.au/

P To provide crime information. | money-and-taxes/cost-of-living-hub or your local
¢ Service NSW Centre.

- o
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Congratulatory messages

%_"‘3 Did you know my office can organise congratulatory messages for 50th, 60th, 65th, and 70th wedding
% anniversaries and for 80th, 90th, and 100th birthdays from the Governor, Prime Minister, Premier, and
5 ‘éﬁ, Federal MPs?

. The ng and Governor-General will also send special messages for 60th wedding anniversaries and

S P L VT il ol o s S v 2% ol vl o SR i S e e S i n S R e s P A o T = SLES N R G RREEE e R SRR S S

J US'I'ice Of ‘l'he Peqce If you need documents signed or certified, there

are JPs in my office Monday to Friday from 8am to

° 'I bl 4pm. Local residents can also find their nearest JP
SerVICe CIVCII CI e by visiting www.jp.nsw.gov.au

. Alternatively there are several Community JP Desks operated by local Justice of the Peace Association

branches. The Lake Macquarie Branch and Cessnock Branch also operate across the Electorate.
. See below for details.

Cameron Park Cessnock Edgeworth

Where: Cameron Park Plaza Where: Cessnock City Library,
(shopping centre outside of 65-67 Vincent Street, Cessnock
the Chemis’r) Every Monday

Open 10am to 12pm
Open 10am to 12pm 10am to Tpm :
Thursday: 16 July, 20 August, WIS 2 Uy, © AU

. * 3 September, 1 October,
17 September, 15 October, Kurri Kurri 5 No?/ember 3 December 2026.
19 November, 17 December ‘

Where: Kurri Kurri Library,
202¢. 253 Lang Street, Kurri Kurri Saturday: 18 July, 15 August,
Saturday: 4 July, 1 August, Open: 10am to 12pm 19 September, 17 October,
5 September, 3 October, Wednesday: 29July, 26 August, BFABNCIEICEIAR AP Ielc)
7 November, 5 December 30 September, 28 October, 202¢.

2026. 25 November.

Where: Edgeworth Town
Square (near coffee shop)

Greta Where: Greta Workers Sports & Recreation Club, 2 West Street, Greta

Open: 10am to 12pm Wednesday: 8 July, 12 August, 9 September, 14 October, 11 November,
9 December 2026.
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