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$1,898,000 funding for the Kurri Kurri 
Netball facility

Women’s sport in the Electorate has received a massive boost with Kurri Kurri Netball facility 
benefiting from $1,898,400 funding injection through the NSW Government’s Level the Playing 
Field Program. 

The funding was awarded to the Kurri Kurri 
Netball facility as part of 26 projects across NSW 
through the Government’s Level the Playing 
Field Program to make sporting facilities more 
inclusive for women and girls. 
The grant and additional funding from the 
Australian Government and Cessnock City 
Council will go towards the construction of the 
new Kurri Kurri Netball facility. It will feature 12 
new plexipave surfaced netball courts, a new 
amenity building, carparks, lighting, landscaping 
and park furniture. 
Projects like these are so important in  encouraging 
women and girls to get involved in sport, I can’t 
wait to see the new courts in action.

Cessnock Hospital redevelopment
The  $111.5 million redevelopment of Cessnock Hospital 
continues to move ahead, with a concept design released 
to the community in late April.  In late May community 
meetings were held at the hospital, with locals encouraged 
to provide feedback on the design.
The design process will now move to schematic and detailed 
design, which is expected to be completed in late 2024. With 
construction anticipated to kick off in 2025 once a construction 
contractor has been hired. The construction is expected to last 
for 18-24 months. 
The release of the concept design marks a significant milestone 
for the project, with the design a result of consultation with 
clinicians, staff and the community to ensure our health needs 
are met now and into the future. 
The project is expected to include a new and expanded emergency department, two new inpatient units 
(featuring single and two bed patient rooms), a new imaging service and improvements to connections 
to existing buildings across the campus. 
For more information and to follow the progress of the project you can visit the Hunter New England  
Developments website hneinfra.health.gov.au/projects/cessnock.

Investing in Local Sport

Investing in Health



In February the Alesco Senior College - Abermain Campus 
received a $680,000 grant for the refurbishment and upgrade 
of school facilities. 
The funding is part of the NSW Government’s Building Grants 
Assistance Scheme (BGAS), which is designed to help local 
schools build, extend or upgrade facilities to provide more 
student places in growing communities and areas of greatest 
need.  

Abermain Alesco Campus grant

The Alesco Senior College - Abermain Campus community is 
helping to fund the $752,809 project, which includes: 
•	 the refurbishment of an existing space to replace the roof. 
•	 an upgraded kitchen to provide a hospitality training facility.
•	 the replacement of an external wall and windows.
•	 an increase in classroom space. 
Alesco Abermain Campus does fantastic work, and this funding will 
be a great boost for both current and future students of the college. 

Local Woman of the Year 2024 
Stanford Merthyr’s Lexie Matthews was named the 2024 
Local Woman of the Year for the Electorate of Cessnock. 
Lexie was recognised for her dedication to preserving our 
local history and her volunteer efforts as a member of the 
Coalfields Local History Association and custodian of the 
Sir Edgeworth David Museum for the past 21 years. 

As a volunteer member of the museum, Lexie has spent two 
decades preserving local history. She attends the museum every 
day that it is open to the public and conducts tours for groups 
including school groups, seniors’ citizens, community groups 
and tourists. 
Lexie is integral to the running of the museum and has dedicated 
thousands of hours to preserve the history of the Hunter Valley 
Coalfields and its contribution to the growth and financial well-
being of NSW. Since 2019 she has served as Secretary of the 
Coalfields Local History Association. 
Lexie has played a vital role in collating the stories of local fallen 
war veterans through her work with the Lost Diggers of Weston.
A passionate and dedicated volunteer Lexie has also been 
the co-ordinator of several community groups including ‘Save 
Jacobs Park’ and ‘Keep Maitland Road Open’. 

She is also a member of Stanford Merthyr Infants School P&C Association. For the past 20 years Lexie has 
been a member of the local Home Care Services. 
This year Lexie was also the recipient of the Heritage Award at the Cessnock City Council’s Australia Day 
Awards.  
Lexie’s long history of volunteering as part of multiple community groups and organisations is to be highly 
commended. She is a remarkable woman who embodies community spirit. Lexie’s efforts were recognised 
as part of the 2024 NSW Women of the Year Awards held in March 2024 and her name will also appear on 
the Hidden Treasures Honour Roll. 

ALWAYS HERE TO HELP If I can help with any State Government matter please contact me at 
my office on (02) 49911466 or email at cessnock@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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Six new public 
preschools for local 

families  
The Electorate of Cessnock is set to get a boost in childcare 
with the NSW Government announcing six of the 100 new 
public preschools being built around the state will be built 
right here in our Electorate. 
This is the biggest investment in public preschools in NSW history. 
The new public preschools will be co-located at public primary 
schools and be built over the next three years. 
Across the Electorate of Cessnock, the NSW Government are 
committed to building co-located public preschools at: 
•	 Cessnock Public School
•	 Ellalong Public School 
•	 Kearsley Public School
•	 Kurri Kurri Public School 
•	 Nulkaba Public School
•	 Weston Public School 
The public preschools will allow more access to early education for 
local families. Co-locating the preschools with schools will ensure 
children are ready for kindergarten, assist families with cost of living 
pressures, help avoid the double drop off, and make the transition 
to school as seamless as possible. 
In addition to building more public preschools to give children 
access to early childhood education, the NSW Government 
have also allocated $29.4 million to expand the number of early 
childhood workers in NSW through a scholarship program, and 
invested $17 million to support capital works for early childhood 
services in areas of need. 
It is great to see the NSW Government supporting early childhood 
education in our area. This is not just an investment in infrastructure 
- it is an investment in  the future of our local children.  

The new playground was funded 
as part of the 2022 Community 
Building Partnership Program. 
The Sugarvalley Neighbourhood 
Centre received $29,755 for 
the purchase and installation 
of community playground 
equipment and safety upgrades 
for all ages and abilities.
The playground looked amazing 
and the children from the local 
preschool were having a ball 
enjoying the new equipment.  
Keep an eye on my website and 
social media pages for community 
grants opportunities. 

Community groups and 
organisations are the life blood 
of our society.  
One such organisation is the 
Sugarvalley Neighbourhood 
Centre at West Wallsend. Earlier 
in the year I was thrilled to visit 
the centre to view and open their 
new playground, which was 
made possible due to funding 
from the NSW Government.

New 
playground at 
West Wallsend

The Cost of Living Hub is here to help you make the most of your 
money with tips, tools, ways to stretch your budget, and access 
to trusted advice and support backed by the NSW Government.
Rebates for families, seniors and small business could include:

Cost of Living Hub
Cost of living is an issue impacting every household and the 
NSW Government offers several rebates for families, seniors 
and small businesses. 

	■ Council rate rebates
	■ Gas rebate 
	■ Water rebate
	■ NSW Seniors card/NSW Senior 

Savers card

	■ Child care rebate
	■ Travel vouchers
	■ Free glasses
	■ Creative and Active Kids 

vouchers 

These are just some of the savings available. For more information 
visit: www.nsw.gov.au/money-and-taxes/cost-of-living-hub or 
your local Service NSW Centre.

Connect with me Address: 118 Vincent Street, Cessnock NSW 2325
Postal address: PO Box 242, Cessnock NSW 2325
Website: www.claytonbarr.com.au

Facebook: ClaytonBarrMP
Twitter: @ClaytonBarrMP
Instagram: claytonbarrmp
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The Neville Tomlinson Regional BMX facility 
at Carmichael Park, Bellbird was officially 
opened at the end of April. 
The new BMX facility was delivered alongside other 
park upgrades including the addition of a new four 
bay cricket practice nets, a full-size multi-purpose 
court, and a hit-up/rebound wall. 
The upgrades were made possible though joint 
funding from NSW Government’s Resources for 
Regions Program, the NSW Government’s Regional 
Sport Facility Fund, the Australian Government’s 
Investing in our Communities program and 
Cessnock City Council. 
The BMX facility’s name honours local Neville 
Tomlinson and his immense contribution to the 
Bellbird community. Neville was an underground 
coal miner and Bellbird Fire Station Captain for 37 
years between 1971 and 2008. He was instrumental 
in setting up the original track and dedicated his 
time and efforts to making and maintaining the 
track for many locals to enjoy.
The upgrades and new BMX facility are a welcome 
addition to the area, and both children and adults 
are already making use of the facilities every day. 

New BMX Facility Electorate benefits 
from Local Small 
Commitments 

Program

This follows funding for Kurri Kurri & District Preschool 
Kindergarten Inc., Edgeworth Childcare Centre 
Inc. and Edgeworth Community Pre-School Inc. 
which was allocated late last year.  
The $37.2 million Local Small Commitments Program 
provides grants for a wide range of projects which 
will enhance communities and provide benefits to 
people across the 93 Electorates. 
It consists of 600 small community projects, ranging 
from capital works, services and programs, events, 
supplies and equipment, charitable donations, 
and playground and park upgrades. 

The Mount Sugarloaf Croquet Club received 
$15,000 as part of the NSW Government’s Local 
Small Commitments Allocation Program. The 
funding will be used to connect water and 
electricity to the clubhouse. 
This is great news for the club and the wonderful 
volunteers who run it, and I look forward to getting 
out there for a game once the improvements are 
completed. 

$15,000 for the 
Mount Sugarloaf 

Croquet Club

Over recent months several community 
organisations have benefited from the Local 
Small Commitments Program (LSCA). 
Organisations and groups who have benefited 
from this funding include Bellbird Public School 
P&C Association, Abermain-Weston Hawks 
Rugby League Football Club and Mount 
Sugarloaf Croquet Club. 
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New bottle refill station for Bellbird 
Public School 

As part of the Local Small Commitments 
Allocation Program the Bellbird Public 
School P&C Association received a grant of 
$5,000 towards a water bottle refill station for 
the school. 

The funds will be used to improve the lights at 
Howe Park sporting field in Abermain including 
installing energy-efficient and eco-friendly 
LED fixtures. 
The change in lighting will provide untold 
benefits, with the most important being an 
improvement to player safety. The current 
lights are not as effective in lighting all areas 
of the ground for training and games. 
Additionally the upgrades will also open the 
opportunity for the club to host night fixtures 
once the lights are installed, enabling revenue 
opportunities, lower electricity bills and more. 
The club have been working towards 
improvements in lighting for the last 8 years 
and it is fantastic for the grant funding to come 
through to enable these improvements. 

Abermain-Weston Hawks receive 
$90,000 for lighting upgrade

The Abermain-Weston Hawks Rugby 
League Football Club received a $90,000 
grant towards lighting upgrades as part of 
the Local Small Commitments Allocation 
Program.  

The water bottle refill stations were part funded 
as part of the LSCA and were installed in the 
playground in easily accessible areas so students 
and staff can access fresh water all day. An 
additional refill station was also installed at the 
hall entrance. 
When I visited the school the bottle refill station 
was already getting plenty of use and it’s 
obviously a  very welcome addition to the 
school. 
It is always exciting to see funds made available 
for projects big and small across the Electorate 
of Cessnock.

WINTER 2024   5

Investing in Community



$50,000 in Local Sport Grant funding 
In early May I was able to announce eight projects from across the Electorate that were successful 
in receiving funding as part of the 2024 Local Sport Grant Program. The program provides grants 
up to $20,000 to individual clubs and organisations to increase regular and ongoing participation 
in sport and recreation in NSW. 

The Hidden Treasures Honour Roll is a public tribute to regional and rural women who selflessly volunteer 
their time to their communities. 
Kylie Gray of Weston, Lexie Matthews of Stanford Merthyr, and Pam Snaddon and Matilda Gibson of 
Cessnock join over 1,200 women celebrated on the Honour Roll since 2010. 
Kylie Gray has been an active member of Girl Guides Australia since 1977 and an adult leader since she 
was 18. Currently she is the Guides District Leader, a position she has held for over 20 years. For over 46 
years Kylie’s commitment to the Guides and the Cessnock City community has been unwavering. She is a 
mentor to young women, has organised countless fundraising activities, meetings, programs and has been 
a huge support for the young women of the area.
Pam Snaddon was recognised last year as the Cesssnock Electorate’s Local Woman of the Year for her 
decades-long involvement in promoting local sport across the community, with her volunteering efforts 
over a number of disciplines including hockey and rugby league. She  was also named Cessnock City’s 
2023 Senior Citizen of the Year.
Matilda Gibson was recognised as Cessnock City Council Youth Ambassador, as well as a finalist in NSW 
Women of the Year Awards 2023 in the One to Watch category. She has participated in fundraising for many 
charities including Backpack Venture and Dance for Sick Kids. She is also the 2022 Junior NSW Ambassador 
of the Year for The Fred Hollows Foundation. 
Lexie Matthews has been recognised for her contributions to the community as the Cessnock Electorate’s 
Local Woman of the Year 2024 and her extensive work has described earlier in the newsletter. 
It was fantastic to see their contributions recognised.
The Hidden Treasures Honour Roll is located on the Rural Women’s Network website at nsw.gov.au/women-
nsw/hidden-treasures
Nominations are currently open for the 2024 Honour Roll; see above website for details. 

Congratulations to the successful groups. This funding is essential in helping our local sporting groups 
and organisations to upgrade and improve equipment and facilities, provide opportunities for coaching 
programs for both coach and player development, and improve access to sport for all. 
I would encourage all local sporting clubs and organisations to apply for grants when the next round 
becomes available later in the year. For more information you can sign up for my grants newsletter on my 
website or follow my social media pages for updates on when grants are open.

SUCCESSFUL RECIPIENTS:
	■ Bellbird Junior Football Club 

secured $2,530.00 for training 
and game day equipment for 
registered players to improve 
their experience with football.  

	■ Fernances Creek Riding Club 
secured $3,500.00 for cross 
country equestrian jumps. 

	■ Cessnock Motorcross Club 
Inc secured $4,949.77 towards 
coaching equipment.        

	■ Bellbird Workers Cricket 
Club  secured $3,007.15 for a 
cylinder mower and an electric 
motor for the pitch roller. 

	■ Hunter Horse Driving Society 
Inc secured $3,708.00 for FEI  
approved driving cones. 

	■ Wine Country Cricket Club  
secured $9,947.08 for junior 
cricket development. 

	■ Kurri Kurri Football Club Inc  
secured $19,938.00 for their 
program to improve access 
and inclusion. 

	■ West Wallsend Senior Football 
Club secured $2,420.00 
towards NNSWF B Licence. 

Our local Hidden Treasures 
We have some fantastic volunteers across the Electorate who devoted countless hours to helping 
others across our communities. In May this year four such volunteers were recognised for the roles 
that they play, with recognition from the NSW Department of Primary Industries (DPI) Rural Women’s 
Network Hidden Treasures Honour Roll. 
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Local sports clubs receive  
life-saving defibrillators

Seven local sporting clubs/organisations across the Electorate of 
Cessnock were among the 193 organisations to share in the Local Sport 
Defibrillator Grant Program. 
Each organisation received $3,000 towards the purchase, installation and 
training for a new automated external defibrillator. 
9 out of 10 people who have sudden cardiac arrest outside of a hospital 
won’t survive, but your chances are greatly increased if there is a defibrillator 
close at hand. 
With more and more people of all ages participating in sport and active 
recreation across the Electorate, it is has never been more important for local 
sporting groups to have equipment available should the worst happen. 

The successful recipients for the NSW Government’s Local Sport Defibrillator Grant Program were:
•	 Cessnock Motorcross Club Inc.
•	 West Wallsend Rugby Football Club
•	 BHP Rifle Club Inc.
•	 Kurri Kurri - Weston District Cricket Club Inc.
•	 Mulbring Cricket Club Inc.
•	 Cessnock District Netball Association 
•	 Kurri Kurri Minor Rugby League 

NSW State 
Flags

In May I visited the Greta Rural Fire 
Brigade to a deliver a NSW State Flag. 
We also talked about the upcoming 
bush fire season and how important 
it is to prepare now, before the hotter 
months come. 
NSW State Flags are issued free of charge 
to eligible organisations and community 
groups. 
Organisations who qualify for and require 
a state flag can send a request to my 
office by emailing
cessnock@parliament.nsw.gov.au  

In December last year our communities in West 
Wallsend, Holmesville, Kurri Kurri, Weston, and Abermain 
were impacted by the devastating bush fires that swept 
through the surrounding bushland.  
Our firefighters and volunteers did a remarkable job 
to contain the fires, and prevent the loss of lives and 
further loss of property. 

Four simple steps to 
prepare for bush fires

Bush fire is part of life in NSW. Everyone has a role to play in 
keeping our communities safe.  
It is so important to be prepared for bush fire. A well prepared 
home can be easier for firefighters to defend, less likely to 
put your neighbours’ homes at risk and give more protection 
if a fire threatens suddenly and you cannot leave. 
There are 4 simple steps to prepare for bush fire:
1. Discuss - Know what you and your family will do if a fire 
threatens your home or property. 
2. Prepare - Get your home and property ready for bush 
fire season, by keeping the grass low and clearing an area 
around your home. 
3. Know - Be mindful of the Bush Fire Alert Levels and the 
Fire Danger Rating. These will give you an indication of how 
dangerous a fire near you will be. 
4. Keep - In a bush fire, stay up to date on the situation in your 
area. It is important not to rely on one source of information. 
Make sure your Hazards Near Me app is downloaded/
updated and watch zones added to your profile.  
For more information on what you can do to prepare for 
bush fire this season visit www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/resources/
bush-fire-survival-plan
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Congratulatory messages
Did you know my office can organise congratulatory messages for 50th, 60th, 65th and 70th wedding 
anniversaries and for 80th, 90th and 100th birthdays from the Governor, Prime Minister, Premier, and 
Federal MPs?
The King and Governor-General will also send special messages for 60th wedding anniversaries and 
100th birthdays.
To organise a congratulatory message contact my office or visit my website www.claytonbarr.com.au

Are you a senior?
Are you aged 60 or older and working 20 hours 

or less of paid employment a week and a 
resident of NSW?

If yes, then the Seniors Card may be for you! 
With this card, you will be eligible for discounts 

at participating businesses.

For more information visit 
www.seniorscard.nsw.gov.au or 

call Service NSW on 13 77 88.

Do you know about the 
Senior Savers card?

If you are over 60 but still working 20+ hours a 
week and a resident of NSW you are entitled to 

a Senior Savers Card. 
With this card you will be eligible for discounts 

at participating businesses.

For more information visit 
www.service.nsw.gov.au or 

call Service NSW on 13 77 88.

Justice of the Peace service available
If you need documents signed or certified, there are JPs in my office Monday to Friday from 8am to 4pm. 
Local residents can also find their nearest JP by visiting www.jp.nsw.gov.au

Alternately there are several Community JP Desks operated by local Justice of the Peace association 
branches. The Lake Macquarie Branch and Cessnock Branch are operating across the Electorate. See 
below for details. 

Where: Cameron Park Plaza 
(shopping centre outside of the 
chemist)

Cameron Park EdgeworthCessnock

Open 10am to 12pm
Thursday: 18 July, 15 August, 
19 September, 17 October, 
21 November, 19 December.

Saturday: 6 July, 3 August, 
7 September, 5 October, 
2 November, 7 December.

Where: Cessnock City Library, 
65-67 Vincent Street, Cessnock

Every Monday 
10am to 1pm

Where: Edgeworth Town Square 
(near coffee shop)

Open 10am to 12pm
Thursday: 4 July, 1 August, 
5 September, 3 October, 
7 November, 5 December. 

Saturday: 20 July, 17 August, 
21 September, 19 October, 
16 November, 21 December.
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